| <7 THE BLIND IN POST-WAR EUROPE 


\ 
if 
f ' , 
f 3 - : 
a 
a 
eB 
2 
Lad : 
x 
Ny 
f 
i. 
} ° 
of ; ve 
s 
A 2 a | 
4 i] 
t { * | 
uy S 
; S 
g i 2 
~ a ¢ e 
: i f e 
ie 
2 
a : - 
4 4 h 
i 
see 


Ae Se M.C. MIGEL LIBRARY 
Be oe a AMERICAN PRINTING 
Su | 3 | HOUSE FOR THE BLIND 


The Blind in Post-War Euro 


By Robert B. Irwin 


pe 


Spy / a 
1 V23BBS 
i : 


Executive Director 


American Foundation for Overseas Blind . LA a OF 


It is difficult for us living in a 
country which experienced practical- 
ly no physical damage from combat 
activities to realize what war has 
done to the blind people and to agen- 
cies for the blind in Europe. Where 
active fighting was carried on, many 
schools for the blind were completely 
demolished; in other cases the build- 
ings were damaged by gunfire. 
Braille slates and other metals were 
confiscated to make munitions. 
Braille books were used for fuel. A 
number of the workshops for the 
blind were so badly damaged that 
nothing remains but unheated cellars 
with temporary roofs in which sight- 
less workmen are trying to earn a 
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little toward their support. In sev- 
eral countries the braille printing 
plants were so completely wrecked 
that there is not a vestige of the old 
machinery in existence. 

Reliable estimates indicate that 
there are some 400,000 blind people 
—many of whom are women and 


.children—in the continental Euro- 


pean nations outside the Soviet sphere 
of influence. Of these upwards of 10,- 
000 lost their sight directly or in- 
directly as a result of war. The war 
blinded include not only those whose 
sight was destroyed in combat but 
those who are blind from malnutri- 
tion and such accidents as have re- 
sulted from children playing with 
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FOOD SERVICE 
TO EUROPE 


The Fast and Sure Way to aid your friends and relatives 
in Germany, in Austria and in Other Countries 


Help Save Some Displaced Person 


HIGH QUALITY DANISH FOOD 
over 21 Ibs. 


over 40,000 calories 


Guaranteed Delivery 


The average time between your 
purchase in America and receipt of 
the food by the beneficiary in Europe 
is ONE WEEK. 


Packages now stockpiled in all prin- 
cipal cities of Germany and Austria. 
Service to Russian Zone, England, 
France, and Italy to be announced 
soon. Negotiations underway in other 
European Countries. 
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Telephone STerling 7224 


1012 Denrike Bldg. e 


1010 Vermont Ave., N. W. 


Washington, D. C. 
Quick Response from Recipients of GROUP DONATIONS through 


our Speedy Service. 


Write us for further information. 


behind by the retreating enemy. 

The post-war governments have 
done little for the blind population. 
An outside observer visiting Europe 
is impressed with the leadership as- 
sumed by sightless people in salvag- 
ing what is left of the old institutions 
and otherwise furthering the welfare 
of their fellows. These people are 
pleading with Americans for help in 
getting their organizations going 
again. Many years will elapse before 
much is accomplished unless assist- 
ance comes from friends of the blind 
in America. 

The relief agencies helping the gen- 
eral population of Europe usually 
serve the blind in common with other 
people, but the technical aids re- 
quired by people without sight, such 
as braille slates, braille writers, type- 
writers, and the like, are not pro- 
vided by these agencies. The only 
American organization supplying this 
kind of assistance is the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind, 22 
West 17th Street, New York. This 
agency is affiliated with the better- 
known American Foundation for the 
Blind. 

An effort is being made by the 
American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind to raise $300,000 this year to 
meet the emergency needs of the 
schools with a minimum amount of 
rudimentary equipment, such as 
braille slates, braille paper, braille 
books, and the like, and the work- 
shops for the blind with much-needed 
tools and machinery. Braille print- 
ing plants are most urgently needed, 
if the blind school children are to 
have text-books and the adults ‘to 
have reading material not available 
to them now. In addition to this, 
some way must eventually be found 
to help the workshops obtain raw 
materials. This will involve a work- 
ing capital of from one to two million 
dollars. Assistance must be extended 
to the blind of Europe while they 
are striving to help themselves. If 
this is unduly delayed, those coura- 
geous souls who are putting’ a La/ 
gallant fight today will succumb. 
Blind children will grow up in ig- 
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to but hopeless despondency te W ith 
no prospect better than begging 
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This will announce a great 
nationwide effort tod enroll 
a half million people to aid 
in the worldwide circula- 


tion of the Bible. 


A membership card like this goes to all members of the Society. 


Faced with the greatest challenge of its entire 132 years of history, the American 
Bible Society is calling upon all women of good will to share in meeting great emer- 
gency demands for the Scriptures which come from 15 areas and total nearly 8,000,- 
QO00 volumes at a cost of $2,010,000. This is for 1948 alone. 


Here is a partial list of the urgent needs which need to be filled now. 


Number 
of Books Cost 
Russian 1,712,000 $ 587,200 
Hungarian (paper and binding materials) 60,000 14,200 
French 110,000 36,000 
Philippines 104,000 144,000 
Greece 200,000 99 000 
| Korea 450,000 ) 487,000 
| Japan (paper and binding materials) 1,725,000 180,000 
Germany (paper and binding materials) 1,875,000 225,000 
| 6,236,000 $1,772,400 


There are five classifications of annual membership — Active at $5.00, Service at 
$10.00, Sustaining at $25.00, National Women’s Club at $50.00 and Ten Thousand 
Businessmen’s Club at $100.00. All carry certain privileges described in the leaflet, 
“The Meaning of Membership in the American Bible Society,’ which will be sent on 
request. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


American Bible Society—Membership Department GF48 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Please enroll me as an Active ($5.00)_.., Service ($10.00). , Sustaining 
($25.00) 5 . National Women's Club ($50.00). , Ten Thousand Businessmen's Club 
($100.00)... ~My check is attached. : 

| enlist as a worker to secure additional members for the Society. You may send 


i sets of materials (membership application blanks, leaflet "The Meaning of 
Membership,’ and a leaflet describing the needs). 
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